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Barry Brady isn’t actually a business-
person, but the Marion County jailer 
has taken a business-like approach to 
running the Marion County Detention 

Center. He frequently speaks of ways to be 
more efficient and about the need to market the 
jail to outside agencies. His approach is also 
the reason he was named the 2012 Outstanding 
Businessperson by the Marion County Chamber of Commerce.

“His performance and its effects definitely affect the private sector - and 
every taxpayer in Marion County,” Marion County Judge/Executive John 
G. Mattingly wrote in his nomination of Brady.

Brady said working as the jailer has been his “dream job,” but the 
Chamber award was overwhelming.

“I’m honored and humbled,” he said.
Brady has worked in corrections since 1986. He started working in the pri-

vate prison system with U.S. Corrections and later Corrections Corporation 
of America. While much of his private experience was at Marion Adjustment 
Center, he also spent time in correctional facilities throughout the country.
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IN THE NEWS
   A brief look at what’s happen-
ing in Marion County this week. 
Read this and more,    including 
breaking news,    on the web!

Taylor County Animal 

Shelter allegations           

are dismissed

By Calen McKinney
Landmark News Service

State officials have dismissed 
allegations that dogs were buried 
alive at the Taylor County Animal 
Shelter.

Discussion about the animal 
shelter began in November when 
the Central Kentucky News-Journal 
in Campbellsville received a letter 
from inmate Andy Stewart, who 
said he was working at the animal 
shelter when several animals were 
buried alive.

Taylor County Judge/Executive 
Eddie Rogers and Taylor County 
Animal Shelter Director John Harris
have denied Stewart’s claims.

Shortly after the allegations 
were reported, the Kentucky 
Board of Veterinary Examiners in 
Frankfort began an investigation.

On Thursday, the Board’s com-
plaints committee met to review 
the investigation report and con-
sider taking action.

The Board’s attorney, Mark 
Brengleman, provided a statement 
about the meeting to Dick Brown, 
executive director of the Office of 
Communications with the Public 
Protection Cabinet, on Friday. 
Brown forwarded the statement to 
the Central Kentucky News-Journal 
by email.

Brengleman stated, “The 
Kentucky Board of Veterinary 
Examiners reviewed an investiga-
tion and dismissed the complaint 
for insufficient evidence to show 
that a law may have been broken.”

Rogers and Harris say they are 
pleased with the decision.

“We were up front with you 
when we started,” Rogers said on 
Friday. “We told you we weren’t 
guilty. We stand by that.”

Harris agreed.

“We’re just glad it’s over,” he said.

Allegations of animal abuse at 
the Taylor County Animal Shelter 
have been the center of several 
recent governmental meetings 
and sparked lots of discussion in 
the community. Taylor County’s 
SPCA group reformed as a result of 
the allegations.

Even though the allegations 
against the animal shelter have 
been dismissed, Rogers said he 
expects activity at the shelter 
won’t slow down.

“There have been some other 
issues that have come about,” he 
said. “We’ll discuss those later.”

Rogers said the issues involve 
litigation, and, as such, he can’t 
comment on them. 

OBITUARIES
Fredrick Reed Bowman, infant
Reverend Ivo Edward Cecil, 85
Charles David Cull, 71
Agnes Marie Wheatley Hutchins, 85
Danny Davis Jeffries Sr., 65
Louis Bertrand Smith, 90
Zelda Marie Cull Smith, 83
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■ ANIMAL CONTROL

Doggie
dumper
confesses
By Stevie Lowery
editor@lebanonenterprise.com

After 23 dogs were dumped in Marion County 
on the morning of Jan. 24, a media storm ensued. 
The Enterprise, along with the Central Kentucky 
News-Journal in Campbellsville, and three different 
television stations reported the story, and $3,500 in 
reward money was offered for information leading 
to the arrest and conviction of those responsible for 
dumping the dogs.

Last week, Christina Gribbins, 36, of 173 
Spurlington Road in Campbellsville confessed to 
the crime, and charges of 23 counts of second-
degree cruelty to animals have been filed by Marion 
County Sheriff Jimmy Clements. Tuesday morning 
he was awating a judge’s signature to make the 
charges official. Cruelty to animals in the second 
degree is a Class A misdemeanor. The penalty for a 
Class A misdemeanor is up to 12 months imprison-
ment and up to a $500 fine.

Gribbins told Clements that she became over-
whelmed with too many animals and abandoned 23 
dogs on Highway 412 in Marion County.

While Gribbins is not licensed to operate a ken-
nel or animal rescue, that’s what she was attempt-
ing to do at her home. Gribbins claimed to be the 
operator of “A New Leash Animal Rescue” and she 
collected dogs from surrounding shelters and rescue 
programs.

According to the Central Kentucky News-Journal 
in Campbellsville, Gribbins called the Taylor 
County Animal Shelter around 2 p.m. Thursday and 
asked that someone come remove some dogs she 
had at her home, which included 19 dogs living in 
outdoor kennels and five dogs inside her residence.
The dogs were removed from Gribbins’ home and 
taken to London by Stephanie Fields who operates 
“Homeward Bound,” a rescue and rehabilitation 
center for dogs.

Clements said he assumed Gribbins chose to 
drop the dogs off in Marion County because of the 
ongoing issues at the Taylor County Animal Shelter, 
which include allegations of burying dogs alive. 
State officials have dismissed those allegations.

“She actually put two piles of dog food out when 
she dropped them off,” Clements said.

Gribbins is very remorseful for what happened, 
he said.

“She feels bad about it,” Clements said.
Kay Turpin, Marion County animal control offi-

cial, said Gribbins should have contacted a local 
animal shelter for help. Turpin said the real tragedy 
is that several of the dogs Gribbins dumped did 
not survive. Some were run over, and one froze to 
death.

“If her heart was in the right place she would 
have asked for help,” Turpin said.

Editor’s note: Christina Gribbins is not related to 
Marion County animal control official Sarah Gribbins.

See Priest, page A16

■ DEATH

‘Gentile giant’ dies
By Stephen Lega
newseditor@lebanonenterprise.com

Rev. Ivo Cecil was a “gentle giant” who 
gave great hugs, said Mass quickly, and drove 
a little fast, and he is remembered fondly by 
those who knew him when he served as the 
pastor of St. Augustine Church.

Cecil died Jan. 30 at Hardin Memorial 

Hospital. He was 85.
“His passion for the human race was rich 

without judgment,” said Sugar Hamilton, who 
was the principal at St. Augustine School 
while Cecil was the pastor. “No matter how 
upset he became at times, his heart was in 
union with Jesus Christ for the betterment of 
humankind.”

Cecil grew up in Bardstown, where he 
attended Bethlehem Academy and St. Joe 
Prep. He was a Navy veteran who served in 
World War II, a Kentucky Colonel and a mem-
ber of the Knights of Columbus.

Former St. A pastor

recalled as caring, loving man 

Taylor County woman charged

with 23 counts of cruelty to animals

Outstanding winners
The 2012 Outstanding Award 
winners were recently announced 
at the Marion County Chamber of 
Commerce’s annual awards ban-
quet. This is the first in a series of 
stories about the award winners.

Photo provided by Bob Abell

The Rev. Ivo Cecil, former pastor of St. Augustine Catholic 
Church, died last week at the age of 85.

Jailer’s approach to corrections
recognized by Chamber of Commerce recognized by Chamber of Commerce 
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■ CHAMBER AWARDS

JAILER  I  A15

By Stephen Lega
newseditor@lebanonenterprise.com

Photo by Stephen Lega

Marion County Jailer Barry Brady was named the 2012 Outstanding Businessperson.
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Adjustment Center, he also 
spent time in correctional 
facilities throughout the coun-
try.

“I’ve always felt real com-
fortable in this business,” 
Brady said.

Brady did not anticipate ris-
ing to a leadership role. As he 
gained more experience and 
learned from working along-
side other corrections profes-
sionals, he worked his way up 
the ladder.

In 2002, he decided to pur-
sue a different job and ran for 
the office of Marion County 
jailer. He won and took office 

in 2003.
“We had a good jail opera-

tion when I got here,” Brady 
said, “but it had so much more 
potential for excellence.”

Mattingly noted in his 
nomination that Brady ran 
the detention center for more 
than seven years without any 
funding from local taxes. 
Mattingly also pointed out 
that the average county jail 
requires $250,000 to $500,000 
in general fund spending, and 
Marion County has been 
spared that expense through-
out much of Brady’s tenure.

Since taking office, Brady 
has constantly looked for 
ways to bring additional rev-
enue into the jail from outside 
the county. In 2005, Marion 
County was one of nine jails 

in the state to implement a 
substance abuse program. 

“We continued to feed off 
that,” Brady said.

Through contracts to house 
prisoners and inmates for 
neighboring counties and state 
and federal agencies, the deten-
tion center has also generated 
enough revenue to operate 
and to pay for improvements 
along the way. Under Brady’s 
leadership, the jail has made 
a variety of capital improve-
ments, including a training 
building, a camera surveil-
lance system, an enclosed 
sally port, a retractable roof 
over the outdoor exercise 
area, and computerized con-
trol panels. The culmination 
of Brady’s efforts may have 
come in the spring of 2011, 

when the Marion County 
Detention Center became the 
first county jail in Kentucky to 
by accredited by the American 
Correctional Association.

Brady said the jail employ-
ees - “the backbone” of the 
detention center - are the rea-
son that was possible.

“The staff bought into it,” 
he said. “They worked with 
me side-by-side.”

Meeting national standards 
has meant going above and 
beyond the minimum state 
requirements. One example 
of this is training. The state 
expects all corrections work-
ers to have 16 hours of train-
ing each year, but the staff at 
the Marion County Detention 
Center receive 40 hours of 
training annually.

Although ACA re-accredi-
tation audits only happen once 
every three years, Brady and 
his staff will be conducting 
internal audits each year to 
make sure they are continuing 
to meet national standards.

“They don’t just follow,” 
Brady said. “They actually 
participate. They let me know 
what works best for the jail.”

Because of recent changes 
in state law that allowed more 
prisoners to gain early release, 
county jails throughout 
Kentucky have seen a decline 
in revenue. As a result, the 
Marion County Fiscal Court 
has had to provide funds for 
the jail during the 2011-12 
fiscal year.

Brady and his staff have 
been proactive in pursuing 

opportunities to replace the 
lost income. Within the past 
few weeks, they succeeded 
in increasing the number of 
beds devoted to substance 
abuse programs. Previously, 
the county jail had 42 beds 
for treatment program partici-
pants, but they have received 
approval to increase that to 
128 beds.

In light of Brady’s past 
efforts, Mattingly expressed 
confidence that Marion 
County would “weather the 
storm” created by the recent 
declines in state revenue and 
eventually get back to its self-
sustaining status.

“These are all possible 
because of the foresight 
and vision of Barry Brady,” 
Mattingly wrote.

Jailer
Continued from A1

Blessed with talentBlessed with talent

St. Augustine held its annual student talent showcase Feb. 3. The showcase coincided with 
Catholic Schools Week, which promotes the value of Catholic education. Look for more photos 
online at www.lebanonenterprise.com.

(Top) Seventh-grader Arieyon Smith plays “Second Chance” by Shinedown.

(Top, right) Second-graders Ava Drury  and second-graderLeah Wright show off their 
moves.

(Right) Logan Peterson waves after winning a “beauty pageant” by the sixth-grade 
boys. Aaron Howard (left) and Zach Hunt are in the background. Aerosmith’s “Dude 
Looks Like a Lady” accompanied the pageant.            

Photos by Stephen Lega
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